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Report on List of Activities of 2023 

 
Certificate Course in Folklore 

 
 

Department of Bengali , Raja Peary Mohan College, Uttarpara has 

started a 32 hours Certificate Course on Folklore for the session of 

2022-23 in collaboration with Tollygunge Academy of Folklore under a 

Memorandum of Understanding signed by both parties on 17th May 2023. 

Students of  Undergraduates of different institutions pursue this course 

during their 6th semester. The college aims to develop Creative inspiration 

Cultural exchanges among the students by the course on Folklore. 

 
The Objectives of the Course : 
 
1. Preservation of cultural heritage: Folklore reflects the beliefs, 

traditions, and customs of a particular community or society. By studying 

folklore, we can preserve and document the cultural heritage of different 

groups, ensuring that their stories, rituals, and practices are not lost over 

time. 

2. Understanding human behavior: Folklore provides insights into the 

human experience, including how people think, feel, and interact with 

one another. Through the study of folklore, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of human behavior, motivations, and cultural dynamics. 

3. Appreciation of diversity: Folklore is diverse and exists in various 

forms across different regions, ethnicities, and time periods. By studying 

folklore, we can appreciate the richness and diversity of human cultures, 

fostering respect and tolerance for different ways of life. 

4. Insight into societal issues: Folklore often addresses societal issues 

such as gender roles, power dynamics, social inequalities, and moral 

dilemmas. By analyzing folklore, we can gain insights into these issues 

and how they have been perceived and addressed in different societies 

throughout history. 
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5. Creative inspiration: Folklore serves as a wellspring of inspiration for 

literature, art, music, and other creative endeavors. Studying folklore can 

spark creativity and innovation by providing a vast repertoire of stories, 

characters, symbols, and motifs that artists can draw upon. 

6. Connection to the past: Folklore connects us to our ancestors and the 

past. By studying folklore, we can gain a sense of continuity with 

previous generations and understand how their beliefs and practices 

have shaped our present-day society. 

7. Cultural exchange and dialogue: Folklore is often shared through 

storytelling, festivals, and other communal activities. Studying folklore 

allows for cross-cultural exchange and dialogue, fostering mutual 

understanding and appreciation between different communities. 

8. Identification of universal themes: Folklore often contains universal 

themes such as love, loss, heroism, and morality. By studying folklore 

from different cultures, we can identify commonalities and shared 

human experiences that transcend geographical and cultural boundaries. 

Overall, studying Folklore enriches our understanding of humanity, 

promotes cultural diversity, and provides valuable insights into the 

human experience. 

 

Course Goals and Target : 

 To Impart the Fundamental Knowledge of Folklore in New 

Generation. 

 To find the cultural identity that defines a group of people and 

their origin. 

 Teaching the Oral Tradition. 

 Introduce historical perspective of the folklore. 

 To help students lay a strong foundation for the development of 

core values social cohesion. 

 To enable students to clarify the cultural diversity. 
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 To develop a critical consciousness to perceive the development 

folklore and how it is used in today’s life. 

 

Students and faculty members play an efficient and enthusiastic role in 
developing values and 
quality of education. Total students of B.A. 6th Semester have been registered in 
the Certificate course and they successfully completed the course. Both 
students and teachers are the important participants in the system of higher 
education. Students are conceptualized the fundamentals of the Folklore and 
its importance in our society, language and how its diverse morals and ethics 
have changed our society what it is today. It creates a strong learning 
environment that enhances academic attainment and develops student’s social, 
cultural and inter-personal human values. Raja Peary Mohan College strongly 
feel that modern modes of teachings should deal with the emphasis of folklore 
in today’s world of literature and also in the outside world. How we can utilize 
it’s sources and teachings in our own good. Not only as a part of our studies 
but also as part of our life. Folklore is the base of our society, rural Bengal and 
rural India is made up of these cultural heritage. Values that are important for 
the development in our life are influenced by the teachings that are derived 
from Folklore. The teachers are all aware of their work and make their pitches 
which help the students to understand the aspects. Also the teaching instigates 
students to make their own understanding of folklore as easily as possible. The 
aim is to guide them  in the righteous knowledge of Folklore. 
 
Keeping all this in mind the college started the course in the academic session 
2022-23 
for all 6th semester students of Dept. of Bengali. The course is conducted by the 
Department of Bengali, in collaboration with Tollygunge Academy of Folklore. 
Classes are held once a week. The classes were arranged in online mode in 
Google Meet. The field work was done in Dhapdhapi , Chandakhali in South 24 
parganas , West Bengal. They gave theoretical exams and submitted answer 
sheet through e-mail. 
 
Assesment :  

1. Attendance 

2. Field Research 

3. Examination (Online) 

Course Syllabus :  
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 Unit 1 (5 Hrs.) 

 

1. Origin of Folklore ,Theory of Morgan / Chandramalli Sengupta (6 May/ 

2 hrs.) 

2. Folk belief - Magic, Mana totem, taboo (MMTT) / Debtusi Mishra 

Choudhury (12 and 13 May/ 1.5 hrs. each class/ Total 3 hrs.) 

 

 Unit 2 (7 Hrs.) 

 

1. Myth, Legend, Folklore / Sampan Chakraborty (19 and 20 May / 2hrs.) 

2. A. Puzzle / Munmun Chatterjee (26 May / 1hr.) 

B. Proverb / Munmun Chatterjee (27 May / 1hr.) 

C. Rhyme / Shantunu Bhattacharya (29 May / 1.5 hrs.) 

D. Vow / Madhabi Sarkar (30 May / 1.5 hrs.) 

 

 Unit 3 (4 Hrs.) 

1. Chhau, Bounach / Shatabdi Acharya (2 June / 2hrs.) Guest 

2. Bhaoaiya, Bhatiali, Jhumur / Sujata Mitra ( 3 June / 2hrs.) Guest 

 

 Unit 4 (4 Hrs.) 

 

1. Aalkaap, Gambhira / Souren Bandopadhyay (9 June / 2hrs.) Guest 

2.  Aalpana / Madhuri Sarkar (12 June/ 1hr.) 

3.  Pot / Bijan Kumar Mondal ( 13 June/ 1hr.) 

 

 

 

 Unit 5 (10 Hrs.) 

 

1. Field Research / Madhuri Sarkar and Bijan Kumar Mondal ( Practical 4 

hrs./ 1 day in June ) 

2. A. Methods of Type Motif / Sharmishta Dey Basu (16 June /1.5 hrs.) 

B. Physicalist Method / Sharmistha Dey Basu ( 7 June / 1.5 hrs.) 

C. Psycho analysis Method / Chandramalli Sengupta ( 21 June / 1.5 

hrs.) 
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Importance of this Course : 

1. Cultural Identity: Folklore helps communities and societies to establish and 

maintain their cultural identity. It reflects their history, values, beliefs, and 

traditions, providing a sense of belonging and unity. 

2. Oral Tradition: Folklore is often transmitted orally from one generation to 

another. It serves as a means of preserving and passing down knowledge, 

wisdom, and cultural heritage through storytelling, songs, proverbs, and other 

forms of oral expression. 

3. Historical Perspective: Folklore provides a window into the past, offering 

insights into the lives, experiences, and perspectives of previous generations. It 

helps us understand the historical context in which people lived and the 

challenges they faced. 

4. Social Cohesion: Folklore plays a crucial role in fostering social cohesion 

within communities. It brings people together through shared narratives, 

rituals, festivals, and other communal activities, strengthening social bonds and 

promoting a sense of collective identity. 

5. Moral and Ethical Guidance: Folklore often contains moral lessons, ethical 

codes, and guidelines for proper behavior. It helps shape individual and societal 

values by teaching virtues, cautionary tales, and the consequences of certain 

actions. 

6. Cultural Diversity: Folklore celebrates the diversity of human cultures by 

showcasing different narratives, symbols, customs, and artistic expressions. It 

encourages respect for cultural differences and promotes intercultural dialogue 

and understanding. 

 
Evidence of Success :  Students have actively attended the classes in Google 
Meet. Not only students of our institute, students from different institutes who 
were willing to participate were also there. The classes were interactive and all 
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the minimal doubts were cleared by the teachers. Students were no hesitant 
about their actions in the classes. Students were conceptualized the 
fundamentals of the Folklore and its importance in our society, language and 
how its diverse morals and ethics have changed our society what it is today. 
Certificate course on Folklore is to impart  fundamental knowledge of folklore 
studies to the students of Raja Peary Mohan College (Dept. of Bengali), and it is 
a success that each enrolled student are made a good progress in field research 
and examination. 
  
 

Mode: Online (Platform : Google Meet) 

Course Director :   Dr. Sudip Kumar Chakraborty 

    Principal, Raja Peary Mohan College 

Course Co-ordinator :  Dr. Hrishita Gupta Bakshi 

           Associate Professor, Dept. of Bengali 

            Dr. Malabika Banerjee 

    Associate Professor, Dept. of Bengali 

Duration : 32 Hours (Inc. Exam 2 Hrs.) 

Classes : 

Unit 1 (5 Hrs.) 
 

3. Origin of Folklore ,Theory of Morgan / Chandramalli Sengupta (6 May/ 
2 hrs.) 

4. Folk belief - Magic, Mana totem, taboo (MMTT) / Debtusi Mishra 
Choudhury (12 and 13 May/ 1.5 hrs. each class/ Total 3 hrs.) 

 Unit 2 (7 Hrs.) 
 

3. Myth, Legend, Folklore / Sampan Chakraborty (19 and 20 May / 2hrs.) 
4. A. Puzzle / Munmun Chatterjee (26 May / 1hr.) 

B. Proverb / Munmun Chatterjee (27 May / 1hr.) 
C. Rhyme / Shantunu Bhattacharya (29 May / 1.5 hrs.) 
D. Vow / Madhabi Sarkar (30 May / 1.5 hrs.) 
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 Unit 3 (4 Hrs.) 
3. Chhau, Bounach / Shatabdi Acharya (2 June / 2hrs.) Guest 
4. Bhaoaiya, Bhatiali, Jhumur / Sujata Mitra ( 3 June / 2hrs.) Guest 

 Unit 4 (4 Hrs.) 
4. Aalkaap, Gambhira / Souren Bandopadhyay (9 June / 2hrs.) Guest 
5.  Aalpana / Madhuri Sarkar (12 June/ 1hr.) 
6.  Pot / Bijan Kumar Mondal ( 13 June/ 1hr.) 

 Unit 5 (10 Hrs.) 
 

3. Field Research / Madhuri Sarkar and Bijan Kumar Mondal ( Practical 4 
hrs./ 1 day in June ) 

4. A. Methods of Type Motif / Sharmishta Dey Basu (16 June /1.5 hrs.) 
 

B. Physicalist Method / Sharmistha Dey Basu ( 7 June / 1.5 hrs.) 
C. Psycho analysis Method / Chandramalli Sengupta ( 21 June / 1.5 

hrs.) 
 
Field Research – Location : Dhapdhapi, South 24 Parganas, West Bengal 
Exam. – 2 Hrs. 
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Pictures Of Online Classes 
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Field-Research
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